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Participants will learn about:

« a variety of tools and strategies
from low tech to high tech to help
students with significant
developmental disabilities to

demonstrate their knowledge and
access the curriculum.



Engaging the
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Is their physical setup
conci ve to Ierni’ng/.9




Are they motivated to




Are fhey 'rrUly engagedp
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What do teachers need to

know from their students?
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How does a
student
typically

demonstrate

their
knowledge?




Are they able to demonstrate
their knowledge?
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Is their cognition in question???
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be altered, so
& | that the
"""" student can
AR demonstrate
A , W) "'hell' knowledge
in an easier,
faster, or
better way 2



Students typically
demonstrate their
knowledge in two ways...

* Writing

* Speaking @’ﬁ"




Speaking

When
speaking is a
challenge, a

child must
have another
way to get
their
message

| want to talk to you
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Written Expression

Physical Task  Cognitive Task
. -attention
*language
‘memory

*higher order
thinking




Written Expression

"There is not another academic
skill that demands that a child
bring together as many
different neurodevelopmental

functions as are required for
writing.”



What's the Goal?

@Handwri’ring should never
be a barrier when a
student is required to,
demonstrate their
knowledge.




When Choosmg ools
What are ’rhe
student's...

-strengths
‘Interests
-abilities

-academic



When Choosing Tools...
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Provide tools
that allow the
student to
show what
they know.




Hierarchy of
Representational Systems

Jane Korsten



Deqgree of Abstraction

Concrete, conceptually easy

Jane’s Representational Hierachy for “dog’

|ldentical object
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Symbol

dog
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Abstract, conceptually difficult Spoken word



Mrs.Wishy-Washy
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Joy Cowley



Use Objects to
Retell a Stor




Use Objects to Demonstrate
Comprehension
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Use Symbols to Tell

a Storv ,,
s &®

“Oh, lovely mud,”

said the cow,




Tech/Four to Demonstrate

L

Joy Cowley




WHEELS ON




Modify Text with
S\’mhlc
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The  horn on the bus goes beep beep beep!




Explore Pictures
Using Clickerb




Make Song Choices

Y clink, clink
clink

baby - WIPErS

'l'll || . h‘\:':A

| wah, wah, wah E J : gwish, swisnswish J}




Build Sentences to
Wr'n“e Abouf a 51'or'




Demons‘rr‘a‘l'e Comprehension




The No Guitar Blues

By: Gary Soto
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Adapted by: *
Robin Heimos



Sequence the Story
Using Pictures




Identify the Beginning,
Middle _and End of a Story

beginning

middle




cne crowd Goes Wy, -

By: Robin Heimos




Use a Bookworm to
tell the Story




Write a Story Using

G’( PixWriter File Edit Voice Speech
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Write a Story Using
. .LVFEHitalk3
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Baseball is &) eating hotdogs.

Baseball is

e

Baseball is E:t! watching homerun hitters.

having Fredbird waving at you.




By: Robin Heimos




Answer Questions or
Retell the Story Using a




Reinforce Story

Vocabulary
Flash cards with picture symbol -

choose the correct word from
two or three pictures




Reinforce Story
Vocabulary or Spelling

Match words with a picture symbol

mothe
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Reinforce Spelling

Manipulate...
letter cards, letters, or magnets.




Reinforce Spelling

Type the words on a computer




Christine Schneider



Match Objects to




Write About the
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I'm Not Going
to do
Anything this
Summer!

By: Robin Heimos




Say the Repetitive Line
Using a BIGMack

“I'm not going
to do anything
this summer!”



Identify Vocabulary

park




Identify Vocabulary with
an All- Tur'n ‘I Spinner




Match Words that Rhyme
Using Picture Symbols
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Demonstrate Knowledge

What is the capital of Missouri?
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Demonstrate Knowledge
with IntelliTalk3




Choose the Correct Answer
Using Pictures
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The War Between the States
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By: Robin Heimos




Access the Story with a
Pal Pad gnd Step_hby_Step
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The Nourth won the war.



Answer "wh"”
Questions




Remember! Play Memory




Make Choices Using
Power Point

Connie
Comments
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By Christine Schneider



Demonstrate Comprehension




Demonstrate Knowledge with
the All- Tur'n _I‘r S inner




Other Tools for
Your Toolbox!!!
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Let's Make a Choicel

Which story do
you want to read?
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Let's Journal!

My name is

Today is

The weather is

Today was




Let's Journal!
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My name is Kristy. Today is Friday.

i

| had reading.
It was

feelings
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Removin
the Barriers



Robin Heimos — 314 989-8320

rheimos@ssd.k12.mo.us

Kathy Lalk — 314 989-8120
klalk@ssd.k12.mo.us

Christine Schneider — 314 989-8853
cschneider@ssd.k12.mo.us




